
1st Sunday January 1, 2023 

  “Building People; Mind, Body and Spirit.” (Matthews 28:16-20) 1 

Oakey Grove Baptist Church 
911 N. BELAIR ROAD, EVANS GA  30809 

“And he took bread, and gave thanks, 
and break it, and gave unto them 
saying, This is my body for which is 
given for you: this do in remembrance 
of me.” Luke 22:19 KJV 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

10:15am

10am
6:45pm 

6:30pm

9am – 2pm 

Our God is a God of new 
beginnings and likes doing 

new things; it is all over 
creation! He designed our 
bodies always to produce 

new cells, new hair; we are 
always experiencing new 
days, years, and seasons. 

We have a new life in Christ, 
with new opportunities and 
new challenges. And one of 

His last promises in the Bible 
is Him making all things new.

CONTACT US 

Office: 706-863-4215 

Email:  office@oakeygrove.org 

Website:  oakeygrove.org 

Facebook:  thegroveogbc

Sunday School 

Sunday Worship 
Service  

Adult Bible Study 
Tuesday     
Wednesday   

Youth Bible Study 
Thursday  

Business Office: 
Monday - Friday 

  9am
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Happy New Year!!
from Pastor and Lady Wright

The church office will be closed 

Monday, January 2, 2023 and will 

reopen  Tuesday, January 3rd at 9am
Our Latest Members

Brother Clyde Irby
We are happy to have you as a part of 

the Oakey Grove Family. 
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Deacon of the Week

TEAM
Ernest Coard
762-585-0386

deacoard@hotmail.com

TEAM
Randall Collins
706-799-2084

randallcollinssr519@gmail.com

TEAM
Robert Daniel
706-910-3951

robdaniel1986@gmail.com

TEAM
London DuBois
601-291-8503

lcdubois@gmail.com

TEAM
Randolph Dunn
706-231-3085

rjsr612@att.net

TEAM
Charles Jackson

706-868-8689
usercj1264@aol.com

TEAM
Darryl McAdoo
706-294-2963

mcadoodd@yahoo.com

TEAM
James Stephens

706-650-0537
danals2003@yahoo.com

TEAM
Emanuel Sullivan

706-726-8215
emmanuel.sullivan@yahoo.com

TEAM
Isaac Green

706-495-3629
lucanious@yahoo.com

TEAM
Gregory Godbold

706-863-5077
gfg44@bellsouth.net

Trustee of the Week

Melvin Fielding
706-495-8207

melvinfielding@gmail.com

Ed Bennett
706-414-6235

veronicab41@yahoo.com

Patrick Flono
706-993-6507

patrick.flono@gmail.com

Corey McCord
706-339-3563

coreylmccord@hotmail.com

Charles Whitfield
706-533-3408

d.whitfield12@comcast.net

Johnny Williams
404-988-9252

johnnyfwilliams@hotmail.com 

Please contact the designated Deacon or the Trustee of the week if you need 
assistance during the week to include access to the church facilities. 

Ministry Leads

Acorn Academy

Budget/Audit
Karen Newsome

Benevolence & Food Pantry
Elder Jeffrey Hill

Children's Church
Tara McAdoo

College Bound
Tonya Williams

Crown of Spleder

Deacons
706-339-3563 

coreylmccord@hotmail.com

Fishers of Men
Michael Perry

Health & Wellness
Gloria Hamilton

Women of Promise
Lady Yoland Wright

Johnny Williams
404-988-9252 

johnnyfwilliams@hotmail.com 
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8:30am - 11:30am

Office Closed

Start of
Daniel 

Fast

Delta

Academy &
Gems Program

Bible
Study

Resumes

Office ClosedOffice Closed

Deacons 
Meeting

9am
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Steele Family
Henderson Family

James Johnson
Julia Bell

Nora Baker
McAdoo Family

Lavenia Richardson
Dejoris Smythe

Caletha Johnson
Bishop Harvey Paul Johnson Sr.

Matthew 7:7-11 New International Version

Ask, Seek, Knock

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 
8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will 
be opened.

9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will 
give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!
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Forrest Blue
Tara Dun

Pastor and Lady Wright
Jonhnathan and Darnice Culp

Davis and LaShawne Bedford
Jeremy and Phyllis Lancaster
Alvin and Louella Warner

Darnice Culp
Kathy Sullivan

Tonya Williams
Herman Blackburn

John H. Dunn
Blondell Williams
Destinee Riggins
Kahliana Sullivan
Bertha Waymer

Lillie P. Kennedy

LaDrea Coard
Harvey G. 
Johnson

Tyson Myers
Mea Fielding
Ciara Powell

Destini Wilson
Zelma Bowman

Ernest Coard
Carolyn Cotton

Anna Griffin
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A NEW YEAR, A NEW START

An insert from “The Life” By Carol Van Atta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazingly, it’s that time. A new year is approaching right on schedule — again. 
This is the time of year so many of us start making resolutions to change a certain 
area, or multiple areas in our lives. Maybe we have some extra pounds to shed. 
We might be committed to changing a specific, harmful behavior. New Year’s 
resolutions range from simple desires to seemingly full-proof-plans for extensive 
life change. What we all have in common is the hope that something will change, 
and life will be different (and better) in the year ahead. 

Every year, people ring in the New Year with goals to live differently on some 
level. However, a few short weeks later, many of these very same well-wishers 
end up discouraged and filled with shame and remorse over their failed attempts 
to make their resolutions come to pass. Who knows? This may be the second, 
third, fourth, or 15th year someone has tried to “kick the habit.” After so many 
misguided attempts, why would they even want to try again? 

That’s a good question. First consider a few additional questions… 

 What if every spring, the flowers just gave up on blooming?
 What if the local birds that have migrated to some faraway place just

decided to stay put on that tropical island?
 What if the sun chose to hide behind the clouds all summer long?
 Worse yet: what if Christ had not come to earth as a baby or hadn’t

risen from the dead?
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I don’t know about you, but I love fragrant flowers, sweet singing birds are pretty 
nice, and, oh, how I love that summer sun smiling down on me! But the thought of 
Christ not defeating death is downright terrifying. Without his resurrection power, 
we really would have no hope for permanent life change — ever. 

However, He was born. He died. And he most definitely did rise again. 

That means this year, this month, today, or even this moment, is filled with hope 
for a better future — in him. We don’t have to white-knuckle it anymore. Whatever 
your “it” might be, you too can turn from your sin, and release it into the capable 
hands of the ultimate Life-Changer. 

When we desire change, we have the perfect example to follow: Jesus Christ. 
When we are ready to implement change, we have the perfect guide book: His 
Word. Finally, we have the perfect companion to strengthen our resolve: his 
Spirit. 

As we pursue change God’s way, hope for a better future is no longer a dream; it 
becomes our reality. We truly can experience freedom in our lives today, 
tomorrow, and forever. With Christ, we don’t have to wait for another New Year to 
roll around, or for the big glittery ball to drop in Times Square. His mercy is new 
every morning. We can pursue our own new beginning right now. 

FREEDOM is an acronym that will assist you as you start your new journey. For it 
is in our relationship with a loving, redeeming God, where we will find the freedom 
we so desperately yearn for. 

Follow him forward: 

"May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity 
among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus…" (Romans 15:5). 

We are to follow Christ. As we pursue him and seek to imitate his ways, we move 
forward in our process of change. No more slip-sliding backwards. When we truly 
follow Jesus, we are on the path that moves forward and upward, one prayer at a 
time. 
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Repent readily: 

"But if they repent of their wicked lives, I will think twice and start over with 
them" (Jeremiah 18:9, MSG). 

When we repent, God will start over with us. A new beginning… exactly what we 
are seeking. When we admit and repent of our shortcomings, and sinfulness, God 
is faithful to forgive and make us white like snow. Clean. Fresh. New. Don’t wait 
another moment — repent. 

Earnestly Pray: 

"Pray at all times and on every occasion in the power of the Holy Spirit. Stay alert 
and be persistent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere" (Ephesians 
6:18, NLT). 

Prayers are incredibly powerful. They are the foundation for any life change we 
desire. As we earnestly pray, we will find ourselves empowered by the one true 
source of power. There is no better time to pray than right now. Let us pray 
persistently, remaining alert, and consider our Christian brothers and sisters 
everywhere. After all, we are on this journey together. 

Enjoy the journey: 

"Then Hannah prayed: 'My heart rejoices in the Lord! Oh, how the Lord has 
blessed me! Now I have an answer for my enemies, as I delight in your 
deliverance'" (1 Samuel 2:1, NLT). 

As we travel down the road of renewal, receiving answers from God along the 
way, we will have a number of reasons to rejoice. Many times we are so focused 
on the destination, that we forget to enjoy the journey. When we take a road trip, 
even though the driving might be daunting, dangerous, or just plain boring, if we 
take the time to truly see the unique beauty of the surrounding landscape, we may 
discover the journey can be enjoyed almost as much as the destination. Enjoy 
God’s journey. He has planned a perfect path just for you. 
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Devour His Word: 

"For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart" (Hebrews 4:12). 

God’s Word is the ultimate food for our thoughts, nourishment for our souls, and 
the map we must follow on our journey down the path of new beginnings. We 
know when our stomach growls, it is a signal for us to nourish our body with food. 
So it is when our spirit's “growl,” we need to dive into God’s truth and devour his 
Words like the sustaining substance they were created to be. 

Open your heart and mind to his truth 

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding" (Proverbs 3:5). 

In order to grasp God’s truth, we need to pray for an open heart and an open 
mind, in order to better receive the truth, know the truth, and obey the truth when 
we hear it. Be prepared to hear the Lord speak. He will. 

Make new friends and move mountains: 

"Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear with each 
other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you" (Colossians 3:12-13). 

As we walk in godly love for one another, by forgiving, encouraging, and helping, 
we will find the strength to do what one person alone could never, ever 
accomplish. We need the Spirit’s empowerment, and the encouragement we gain 
from each other. Together, we can move mountains! Often, our new beginning 
and long sought-after freedom rests just on the other side of the highest peek. But 
together, we can make it through the roughest terrain. We were never meant to 
“go it” alone. Jesus had 12 disciples. He knew the value of loving and supporting 
relationships. Let us learn from his example. 
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As we’ve discovered, change can be challenging, but this New Year, as we 
journey together down the road to freedom, let’s stay focused on the One guiding 
us: Christ. 

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! And happy new beginnings! 
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Amazingly, it’s that time. A new year is approaching right on schedule — again. 
This is the time of year so many of us start making resolutions to change a certain 
area, or multiple areas in our lives. Maybe we have some extra pounds to shed. 
We might be committed to changing a specific, harmful behavior. New Year’s 
resolutions range from simple desires to seemingly full-proof-plans for extensive 
life change. What we all have in common is the hope that something will change, 
and life will be different (and better) in the year ahead. 


Every year, people ring in the New Year with goals to live differently on some 
level. However, a few short weeks later, many of these very same well-wishers 
end up discouraged and filled with shame and remorse over their failed attempts 
to make their resolutions come to pass. Who knows? This may be the second, 
third, fourth, or 15th year someone has tried to “kick the habit.” After so many 
misguided attempts, why would they even want to try again? 


That’s a good question. First consider a few additional questions… 


 What if every spring, the flowers just gave up on blooming? 
 What if the local birds that have migrated to some faraway place just 


decided to stay put on that tropical island? 
 What if the sun chose to hide behind the clouds all summer long? 
 Worse yet: what if Christ had not come to earth as a baby or hadn’t 


risen from the dead? 
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I don’t know about you, but I love fragrant flowers, sweet singing birds are pretty 
nice, and, oh, how I love that summer sun smiling down on me! But the thought of 
Christ not defeating death is downright terrifying. Without his resurrection power, 
we really would have no hope for permanent life change — ever. 


However, He was born. He died. And he most definitely did rise again. 


That means this year, this month, today, or even this moment, is filled with hope 
for a better future — in him. We don’t have to white-knuckle it anymore. Whatever 
your “it” might be, you too can turn from your sin, and release it into the capable 
hands of the ultimate Life-Changer. 


When we desire change, we have the perfect example to follow: Jesus Christ. 
When we are ready to implement change, we have the perfect guide book: His 
Word. Finally, we have the perfect companion to strengthen our resolve: his 
Spirit. 


As we pursue change God’s way, hope for a better future is no longer a dream; it 
becomes our reality. We truly can experience freedom in our lives today, 
tomorrow, and forever. With Christ, we don’t have to wait for another New Year to 
roll around, or for the big glittery ball to drop in Times Square. His mercy is new 
every morning. We can pursue our own new beginning right now. 


FREEDOM is an acronym that will assist you as you start your new journey. For it 
is in our relationship with a loving, redeeming God, where we will find the freedom 
we so desperately yearn for. 


Follow him forward: 


"May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity 
among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus…" (Romans 15:5). 


We are to follow Christ. As we pursue him and seek to imitate his ways, we move 
forward in our process of change. No more slip-sliding backwards. When we truly 
follow Jesus, we are on the path that moves forward and upward, one prayer at a 
time. 
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Repent readily: 


"But if they repent of their wicked lives, I will think twice and start over with 
them" (Jeremiah 18:9, MSG). 


When we repent, God will start over with us. A new beginning… exactly what we 
are seeking. When we admit and repent of our shortcomings, and sinfulness, God 
is faithful to forgive and make us white like snow. Clean. Fresh. New. Don’t wait 
another moment — repent. 


Earnestly Pray: 


"Pray at all times and on every occasion in the power of the Holy Spirit. Stay alert 
and be persistent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere" (Ephesians 
6:18, NLT). 


Prayers are incredibly powerful. They are the foundation for any life change we 
desire. As we earnestly pray, we will find ourselves empowered by the one true 
source of power. There is no better time to pray than right now. Let us pray 
persistently, remaining alert, and consider our Christian brothers and sisters 
everywhere. After all, we are on this journey together. 


Enjoy the journey: 


"Then Hannah prayed: 'My heart rejoices in the Lord! Oh, how the Lord has 
blessed me! Now I have an answer for my enemies, as I delight in your 
deliverance'" (1 Samuel 2:1, NLT). 


As we travel down the road of renewal, receiving answers from God along the 
way, we will have a number of reasons to rejoice. Many times we are so focused 
on the destination, that we forget to enjoy the journey. When we take a road trip, 
even though the driving might be daunting, dangerous, or just plain boring, if we 
take the time to truly see the unique beauty of the surrounding landscape, we may 
discover the journey can be enjoyed almost as much as the destination. Enjoy 
God’s journey. He has planned a perfect path just for you. 
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Devour His Word: 


"For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart" (Hebrews 4:12). 


God’s Word is the ultimate food for our thoughts, nourishment for our souls, and 
the map we must follow on our journey down the path of new beginnings. We 
know when our stomach growls, it is a signal for us to nourish our body with food. 
So it is when our spirit's “growl,” we need to dive into God’s truth and devour his 
Words like the sustaining substance they were created to be. 


Open your heart and mind to his truth 


"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding" (Proverbs 3:5). 


In order to grasp God’s truth, we need to pray for an open heart and an open 
mind, in order to better receive the truth, know the truth, and obey the truth when 
we hear it. Be prepared to hear the Lord speak. He will. 


Make new friends and move mountains: 


"Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear with each 
other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you" (Colossians 3:12-13). 


As we walk in godly love for one another, by forgiving, encouraging, and helping, 
we will find the strength to do what one person alone could never, ever 
accomplish. We need the Spirit’s empowerment, and the encouragement we gain 
from each other. Together, we can move mountains! Often, our new beginning 
and long sought-after freedom rests just on the other side of the highest peek. But 
together, we can make it through the roughest terrain. We were never meant to 
“go it” alone. Jesus had 12 disciples. He knew the value of loving and supporting 
relationships. Let us learn from his example. 
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As we’ve discovered, change can be challenging, but this New Year, as we 
journey together down the road to freedom, let’s stay focused on the One guiding 
us: Christ. 


Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! And happy new beginnings! 
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